
Education for the Planet's Sustainable Development





10-day immersion in Manaus and Tumbira community, 

part of Rio Negro Sustainable Development Reserve. 

Getting to know the local reality to inspire and deepen 

knowledge about sustainable development.

 



AMAZON IMMERSION 
2019

The Amazon Immersion was created in partnership with Sustainability Institute 

from South Africa, for their students. It was held between June 9 and 19th of 

2019, in Manaus and in the Rio Negro Sustainable Development Reserve (RDS).



The immersion was created bringing together academic 

knowledge about the Amazon region with traditional 

knowledge of Rio Negro communities.



PROGRAM



PEOPLE
7 people were part of the group, between 23 e 56 years old, students 
from the masters of sustainability. 



REFLECTIONS
The immersions from Lab Amazon-edu aims to be a 
program in constant evolution and learning.

With this intentions we want to share some reflections 
from the team:
● to have a day in the beginning and a day in the 

need of the course in Manaus;
● to combine academic and traditional 

knowledge, putting together teachers from 
some important institutions of the Amazon and 
also people from the community 

● to have time in each activity to really dive in the 
subject

● to have free time and let the students discover 
the community by themselves 

● to have the final group work related to what 
they learned and their local realities, in a way to 
understand how the students can apply what 
they learned during the immersion

● small groups are better, from 6 to 10 people we 
believe is a good number 



NEXT STEPS 

As part of their evaluation process for Sustainability 
Institute each one of the students is going to write an 
essay related to one of the themes they had learned 
during the Amazon immersion. 

The themes chosen by each one are:

● Ian Michler- Ecotourism
● Tshepiso Phefo - Indigenous knowledge
● Nirvana Milton - Food production
● Rumbidzai Tendaupenyu - Women in traditional 

communities
● Jeannine Hunter - Protected Area: how to adapt 

and respond to change?
● Dona Eeden - Context Based Education 



THANK YOU
Together with us lots of people and institutions made this immersion happens. For all of them we want to say Thank you! 

In special for Sustainability Institute, in the person of Eduardo Shimahara, for trusting and making everything happen. 

Thank you for Tumbira community and Santa Helena do Ingles community for hosting, taking care of the group and 
sharing their knowledge with us. 

Thank you for Local Hostel, that has been a partner of Amazon-Edu for many years. 

Thank you for Roberto and all his team from Pousada Garrido, who always gives all the support,  with logistics and 
preparing the best food for us every day. 

Thank you for Victor Salviati (from FAS) and Rita Mesquita (from Inpa) and Rafael Estrela who share their technical and 
experiential knowledge with us. 

Thank you for our teachers from the communities Tumbira and Santa Helena do Inglês: Seu Manuel, James, Seu 
Demetrio e Dona Pequena, Dona Socorro e Seu Zé, Bruno e Juliete, and everyone from the community who share their 
knowledge and experiences with us.
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